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FROM THE DEAN

“The Jere F. White Jr.
Trial Advocacy Institute. . .
is at once one of the most
educational, inspiring and
enjoyable continuing
education programs | have
witnessed.”’

N ext month, Cumberland School of
Law and the American College of Trial
Lawyers will present the third bi-annual
Jere F. White Jr. Trial Advocacy Institute.
Having attended past institutes, I can
honestly say that no one engaged in trial
work should miss it. It is at once one of
the most educational, inspiring and
enjoyable continuing education programs
I have witnessed. The institute features
some of the best trial lawyers in the
country, demonstrating and providing
insights about all phases of trial practice.
In addition, the keynote luncheon
speaker this year is Fred Grey, the
legendary civil rights lawyer who
represented, among others, Rosa Parks
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and who is
also a fellow of the American College of
Trial Lawyers.

Proceeds from the institute fund the
Jere F. White Jr. Fellows program. The
fellows program, which was established
by Jere and Lyda White, is one of the
premier law school scholarships in the
country. It provides not only a full,
three-year tuition scholarship to

Cumberland but also an annual stipend,
tuition and lodging at Cumberland’s
summer study abroad program in
Cambridge, England, and opportunities to
participate in a variety of academic
programs. It is not just an academic
scholarship, though. It perpetuates Jere’s
legacy by identifying and supporting the
education of future lawyers who not only
have outstanding academic credentials
but also display promise of impactful
future service to their communities as
demonstrated by an already extraordi-
nary record of service.

Cumberland is deeply grateful to the
generous firms that support the institute,
the gifted lawyers who participate on the
institute’s faculty and the institute’s
tireless planning chairmen. I hope to see
you at this year’s institute on Nov. 11. We
expect the institute to sell out again, so |
encourage you to register today if you
have not already done so.

Y e . HfpAilans

Dean Henry “Corky” Strickland III
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THANK YOU

Each year, participating Alabama law firms with four or more Cumberland School of Law alumni attempt fo reach

100% alumni participation in the law school’s Annual Fund Firm Gompetition. Overall alumni participation rate (the

number of alumni who financially contribute fo the law school) is reported to the American Bar Association

annually. This year, Cumberland School of Law proudly recognizes, with gratitude, the following firms and firm

leaders who achieved 100% alumni participation for the 2015-16 fiscal year:

McCallum Methvin & Terrell (Bob Methvin '94)

Dominick Feld Hyde (Douglas McWhorter '73)

Carr Allison (all offices—Thomas Logan "88)

Norman Wood Kendrick & Turner (Bains Fleming '07)
Beasley Allen Crow Methvin Portis & Miles (Tom Methvin '88)
Jones Walker (all offices—Steve Casey '79)

Sirote & Permutt (all offices—Kelli Robinson '06)

Starnes Davis Florie (R. Todd Huntley '00)
Cory Watson (Stephen Hunt '06)

Burr & Forman (Nashville, Tennessee, and Alabama offices—
Victor Hayslip '85)

Christian & Small (R. Jordan Wood '09)
Heninger Garrison Davis (Taylor Bartlett '10)

Thank you to all of our alumni for your continued support. The consistency and breadth of your support are critical

fo our institution. All gifts make a tremendous impact at the law school, and we thank you.

Alvis Receives Brewer
Professionalism Award

H enry C. “Corky” Strickland III, dean and Ethel P. Malugen
Professor of Law, presented the annual Daniel Austin Brewer
Professionalism Award to third-year student Stewart Alvis of
Birmingham, during the Cumberland School of Law spring
commencement on Friday, May 13, 2016, at Leslie S. Wright Fine
Arts Center.

The Daniel Austin Brewer Professionalism Award was
endowed by Governor Albert Brewer, distinguished professor of
law and government and professor emeritus, in honor of his
father. Each year, the award is granted to a third-year law student
at Cumberland who best exemplifies the high standards of ethics
and professionalism expected of members of the legal profession.
During his time at Cumberland, Alvis was an active member of the
National Trial Team, the Student Bar Association and Cumberland
Law Review. He served in various leadership positions including
chief judge of the Cumberland Trial Advocacy Board, acquisitions
editor and junior editor of Cumberland Law Review, and Student
Bar Association class representative and vice president.

Following graduation, Alvis accepted a position at Maynard
Cooper & Gayle, P.C. in their Birmingham office, where he will be a
part of their general litigation and white collar defense and
investigations practice groups. He is the eighth member of his

family to graduate from Cumberland.
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MCCARTHY INSPIRES LAW GRADUATES

WITH STORYTELLING

G raduates of Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law
were encouraged to look beyond themselves, to focus on serving
others and to be persistent in pursuing their goals during the law
school’s commencement ceremony on Friday, May 13 in
Samford’s Wright Center.

Terry McCarthy, adjunct professor and partner at Lightfoot,
Franklin & White, LLC, was chosen by the graduating class to
deliver their commencement address.

“I just love a good story,” McCarthy began, “so I'm going to
share three stories with you that have inspired me and changed
my life.”

The first story was about Afleet Alex, a race horse that won
the Preakness Stakes, Belmont Stakes and very nearly won the
Kentucky Derby. More importantly, though, Afleet Alex’s owners
helped to raise millions of dollars for pediatric cancer research by
using his spotlight to vault one little girl’s cause to the national
stage.

“Alex Scott, who unfortunately died of cancer in August 2004,
was no ordinary little girl,” McCarthy explained. “Back when she
was a four year old in the hospital, she told her mother she
wanted to start a lemonade stand to help raise money for other
kids with cancer. In Alex’s dark times, she was not thinking of
herself. She was thinking of how she could help others.”

By the time of Alex’s death in 2004, she had raised over $1
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million for pediatric cancer research. After her death, Alex’s
parents received a phone call from the owner of a racehorse
sharing the same name. According to McCarthy, “The owner
simply said: ‘We own a horse that is pretty good, and we have
been donating anonymously to Alex’s cause. Would it be okay if
we go public with this? And Alex’s dad said, ‘sure.”

Soon thereafter, Alex’s lemonade stands were assembled at
racetracks across the country, and her cause was picked up by
national media outlets. Alex’s efforts eventually became a
foundation that has raised over $120 million for childhood cancer
research, “all because of the vision of one four-year-old girl, the
courage of her parents and the determination of a horse who
shared her name,” exclaimed McCarthy.

“As lawyers, you are going to face many difficult challenges,”
McCarthy said. “In life, you will face many difficult challenges. You
are going to get knocked down a lot. How are you going to
respond? You can give up, or you can respond like Alex and her
parents. You can get up and fight. And maybe, just maybe, you will
also accomplish great things.”

The second story was about McCarthy’s friend and colleague,
Jere White, who died of cancer in October 2011 at age 56. White
was a Cumberland graduate and founding partner of Lightfoot,
Franklin & White, LLC. “He was also the greatest trial lawyer I
have ever seen,” added McCarthy, “and one of the finest people

I have ever met.”

Prior to his death, White established the Jere F. White Jr.
Fellowship program at Cumberland School of Law, which is
awarded to one entering student per year. The first recipient of
the prestigious fellowship, Caroline Collins Muse, is a 2016
graduate of the law school and was in the audience. Also in the
audience was 2016 graduate ].D. Marsh, whose father, David
Marsh, was on the opposite side of White in many big cases.
“Jere and David fought hard against each other in the courtroom,”
explained McCarthy, “but they didn’t hate each other. In fact, they
were great friends. David has given as much as anyone to help
make the Jere White Fellowship great.”

McCarthy said he wanted the graduates to take three things
from Jere White’s story: “First, the law is an adversarial profes-
sional, but you can still like and even love your opponent and
reach the top at the same time. Second, like little Alex, in his last
days, Jere White thought of ways to help others, including
students at Cumberland. I challenge you to start today and think
of ways you can give back to Cumberland and to others. Third,
legend has it that Jere lost his first six jury trials. Like Alex, he
didn’t give up. He picked himself up, and I can assure you he
didn’t lose many after that.”

The third story was the story of the Class of 2016. McCarthy
began by stating, “Lawyers need to laugh more.” He then recount-
ed several humorous tidbits of personal information his students
had written down on notecards during their first day of class,

including “I once got run over by a golf cart,” and “My great (eight
times removed) uncle is George Washington.” He then teased the
class valedictorian, J.D. Marsh, for misspelling a word on his
notecard.

“All teasing aside,” McCarthy continued, “this graduating class
includes brilliant litigators, gifted athletes, individuals committed
to serving the community and a group that has survived ‘Snow-
mageddon’ and celebrated ‘Rascal’ Most importantly, though, you
have formed a bond that will last for years to come.”

“Dr. Suess once said: ‘sometimes you will never know the
value of a moment until it becomes a memory, but [ valued my
time with you every single day,” reminisced McCarthy. “I am
proud to have been a small part of your story. From the bottom of
my heart, thank you for changing my life for the better. This
chapter in your story is about to be over, but I can’t wait to see
what this class does as the rest of the story unfolds.”

Also at the law school commencement, Cumberland present-
ed its annual Daniel Austin Brewer Professionalism Award to
Stewart Alvis of Birmingham (see story on page 4).

The law school awarded 133 Juris Doctor degrees during the
ceremony, including 12 joint degrees. In addition, four Master of
Comparative Law degrees were awarded to foreign-trained
lawyers who spent two summers at Cumberland learning about

the United States legal system and culture.
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1 Stewart Alvis and his mother, LaBella Alvis 84
¢ (not pictured is father K. Rick Alvis '84)

: Elise McFall and her father, Mark McFall °88
i (not pictured is fiancée Matthew Hoyle '16)

: Rachel Cobble and her father, Crockett Cobble 84

: Spencer Walker and his father, Claude Walker *85

RCL U R O\

: Carlton Johnson lll and his father, Carlton Johnson Jr. 86

: Chase Eley and his father, Michael Eley 81
¢ (not pictured is brother Landon Eley "13)

o)

7 Mallory Bennett and her father, Jim Bennett 87

8 Caroline M. Collins and her father, Kevin Collins ’85

9 Tyler Conger and his father, James “Hilton” Conger *72
10 Catherine Guy and her father, N. Gunter Guy ’82

11: Austin Nichols and her mother, Jennifer Nichols *88
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Hogewood Named Director of
New Academic Support Program

This fall, Lynn Hogewood assumes a new
role as the first director of a new Academic

Support Program at the law school. The
purpose of the Academic Support Program
is to assist students in becoming success-
ful in their legal studies and to help
students make a successful transition from
the bar exam into their careers. The
Academic Support Program includes
programs, mentoring and tutoring for all
students, but especially focuses on
entering first-year students and students
struggling with academic performance.

Under former Dean John L. Carroll,
Hogewood had the opportunity to examine
and explore similar academic support
programs in other law schools around the
country. Now, under current Dean Henry
C. Strickland 111, Hogewood has the
opportunity to incorporate such a
program at Cumberland.

Hogewood will provide individual
guidance and support for students with
regard to study habits, reasoning skills,
tools for improvement, time management,
outlining, exam preparation, legal writing,
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bar exam preparation and general life
skills. Hogewood also will coordinate with
offerings in other departments in the law
school and with individual faculty
members to evaluate and assess the
evolving needs of the students. Additional-
ly, she will incorporate strategies to help
students be successful.

“Professor Hogewood’s connection to
Samford as an undergraduate and to
Cumberland through her legal education,
coupled with her experience teaching
these past nine years, have provided her
with a deep perspective of and direct
connection to Cumberland, its students,
faculty and staff. She has watched and
engaged with the students and under-
stands their strengths, weaknesses and
needs. All of these attributes make her a
perfect fit for her new role as director of
Academic Support,” said Strickland.

Hogewood earned her undergraduate
degree from Samford University and her
].D. from Cumberland School of Law. She
has been a licensed attorney in the state of
Alabama since September 2003. Professor
Belle Stoddard has been a long-time
teacher and mentor to Hogewood.

In fall 2007, Stoddard gave Hogewood the
opportunity to become an instructor at
Cumberland, teaching Lawyering and
Legal Reasoning (LLR). Hogewood
continues to teach LLR and now also
teaches Nonprofits Governance and Policy.
She also taught the Legal Process and
Public Law Process courses to entering
first-year students this past summer.

Hogewood has a love for learning
herself and is an advocate for education.
She recognizes that support for academic
success comes in a wide variety of ways
and is prepared to help Cumberland
students be successful, achieve their best
and make a positive difference in the
world with their degrees from Cumber-
land. In addition to her passion for the
success of Cumberland students,
Hogewood treasures her role as mom to
two daughters, three Labrador retrievers
and two Kittens. She is a certified yoga
teacher and enjoys practicing and teaching
yoga and meditation, as well as volunteer-
ing for a number of organizations (includ-
ing her daughters’ schools) and spending
time with friends.

Law School to Offer Paralegal Studies Minor
for Undergraduate Students

This spring, Cumberland School of Law will offer a minor in
paralegal studies to Samford University’s undergraduate
students. The new program option, which was recently approved
by the American Bar Association (ABA), is in addition to the
ABA-approved Paralegal Studies Certificate offered to students
who have already received a degree. The 22-credit-hour
curriculum will focus on the development of legal knowledge and
practical skills in a variety of legal practice areas.

“This new minor provides Samford undergraduates great
value and flexibility. They can complete their undergraduate
degree in the field of their choice and at the same time prepare
for a career as a paralegal,” said Cumberland School of Law Dean

Henry C. Strickland III. “It will allow students to explore the law if
they are interested in law school. It will also make them highly
marketable as they enter today’s competitive job market.”
Samford University was initially approved by the ABA to provide
paralegal education in 1978, making the Paralegal Studies
Certificate program the oldest such program in the state of
Alabama. The minor in paralegal studies is a natural extension of
the certificate program, said Dawn Smith Carre, director of
paralegal studies.

“With the projected growth of the paralegal profession, the
paralegal minor will work in conjunction with the certificate
program to meet the expanding needs of the legal market for
quality paralegal support,” said Smith Carre.

Career Development Office Infroduces New
Program for First-Year Law Students

This fall, Cumberland’s Career Development Office
introduced a new program for first-year law students called
Professional Foundations. The program is a series of interactive
classroom and career counseling sessions designed to prepare
first-year law students for the challenges of the legal job market.
Students attended two classroom sessions during the first two
weeks of law school to learn about resume writing, interviewing,
job searching, marketing themselves, and ways to assess their
strengths and weaknesses. Students develop a quality professional
portfolio of documents, such as a resume and cover letter, as well
as “employer proof” social media accounts. In October, students
participated in mock interviews where they met more attorneys
and had an opportunity to fine tune their interviewing skills.
During winter break, students will seek out informational
interviews with alumni to better help them network and interact
with local attorneys.

Each Lawyering and Legal Reasoning (LLR) section will have
two Career Development Advisory Board members assigned to
them. Students will work in small pods with peer leaders to help
them grow professionally. The Career Development Office staff
coach students in both one-on-one and small group meetings.

Professional Foundations utilizes two primary tools: a
professional development binder and a “My Law Plan” workbook.
The binder contains forms that allow students to better track their

meetings with the Career Development Office, attorneys and
faculty members. Other forms help students track networking
events, involvement in student organizations and other crucial
mile markers needed to grow professionally. The binders provide
a snapshot of where a student is in his or her professional career;
that career begins on the first day of law school.

“My Law Plan” enables students to view their professional
progress as they work toward career goals. The workbook helps
the transition from student to professional by creating a business
plan and strategy for accomplishing goals. Although students’
goals can (and probably will) change, they are encouraged, and
equipped, to adapt their planning accordingly.

“We are confident this program can give Cumberland students
an all-important edge when competing for scarce legal jobs,” says
Allen Howell, associate director of career development and
director of reporting and outreach. “We also hope the changes will
help students to better focus on their first-year course work, since
the new program will allow us to reach students much earlier in
the semester so they have quality resumes, clean social media
profiles and are interview ready by the time they start competing
for jobs.”
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Introducing Paula Kierce, UEA Program Celebrates
Director of Development 10TH ANNIVERSARY

This year Cumberland School of Law celebrated the 10th
anniversary of its exchange program with the University of
East Anglia (UEA) in Norwich, England. Professor Bo Cole
initiated the exchange program with UEA through a

Paula Kierce joins Cumberland School of Law as director of development with over
twenty years of experience in private, political and higher education fundraising,

public relations, marketing, and private consulting. Paula received her bachelor’s
Memorandum of Agreement in March 2005, and the first

students attended Cumberland in fall 2006.
Over the last 10 years, Cumberland has been host to 36

degree in business, magna cum laude, from Faulkner University in 1991 and her
M.B.A. from Auburn University in 2002. A native of Alexander City, Alabama, Paula

and her husband Barry live in Montgomery, Alabama, and are members of First

Baptist Church. Her son, Corey, is a 2014 graduate of Auburn University and is exchange students from UEA. These students from England,

currently attending law school. Paula and her husband are members of the Petrie and Wales, Ireland and even Thailand, have enriched the classroom

. . . experience of many American students who might never have
Foy Societies at Auburn University. xpert y ! u W 18 v v

the opportunity to travel to other countries. Many of our

American students have developed close relationships that
have continued throughout the years.

As a part of the exchange agreement, UEA provides a
limited number of scholarships for Cumberland students who
Su m m er AI u m n i Eve nts Recq p wish to participate in their LL.M. program after graduation.

Thus far, UEA has hosted 18 Cumberland students.
Summer alumni receptions were held at surrounding annual state bar meetings in Florida and North Carolina. Faculty, staff and During a dinner in London’s Lutyens Restaurant, some of
students enjoyed catching up with alumni. We are thankful for the generosity of the following sponsors: the students who studied in each of these programs had the
opportunity to reminisce with other students and the
o Mary Ann Etzler ‘95 (Etzler Law, Orlando, Florida) administrators who have facilitated the experience.
« Nicole Sodoma ‘00 (Sodoma Law, Charlotte, North Carolina)
e Jim Morgan ‘69 (Morgan, Herring, Morgan, Green & Rosenblutt, LLP, High Point, North Carolina)

1 Stathis Banakis, former head of law school and current acting

» Casey Cogburn 08 | ] ., hool ] | ) )
« Frazer Law (Nashville, Tennessee) external examiner for the School of Oriental and African Studies,
« cicaydo University of London and University of Aberdeen, receiving a

« Fawal & Spina (Birmingham) Cumberland memento from Pam Nelson.

e McCallum Methvin & Terrell (Birmingham)

o Freese & Goss (Birmingham) 2 Katy Quigley, school manager, and Claudina Richards, director

* Burr Forman of the LL.B. in Law with French Law and Language, LL.B. in Law

o Wettermark Keith (Birmingham) with European Legal Systems, Certificate of Higher Education in

Common Law and Erasmus director

Cassandra Adams Receives Award
Cassandra Adams, director of Cumberland’s Public Interest 3 Stathis Banakis, Dean Henry Strickland and Professor Mike
Program and Community Mediation Center, was honored Floyd posing for a photo.

with the Volunteer Lawyer's Program Mediation Award

during the Alabama State Bar annual meeting. Due to her

efforts, more than 180 hours of pro bono mediation
assistance were provided last year.
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OPPORTUNITY. |

CHANGE
CAN BE
A BASIS FOR

I\

CHANGE

Some say “change is inevitable” or “change is good.” Does
progress require change? Can progress be progress without
change?

Seasons change; we change homes, addresses, jobs and
perspective. Our preferences change; routines change; careers
change. Is change inevitable for everyone? Some may assert it is
not inevitable, but simply probable. The popular definition of
change is “to make or become different.” This definition alone is
neither positive nor negative. Notwithstanding, I choose to view
“change” as a positive verb or noun and assert that change is
good—a very good thing!

Change can be a basis for opportunity. In fact, almost each
successful and happy alumnus [ meet reflects positively regarding
change he or she experienced throughout his or her career. I'd
like recent graduates and other young alumni who are seeking
ideal employment or settling in with new employers to under-
stand that changes aren’t to be feared, but rather embraced,
knowing that opportunity exists with change.

Each year brings new and continuous change at your law
school. Over the last few years, as applications for admission to
law schools decreased nationwide, we changed our recruiting
tactics to successfully meet goals. As the legal job market changes,
we adapt our career development programs and opportunities to
meet demands and educate our students about niche practices,
nontraditional practices and geographical markets seeking
qualified lawyers. As faculty retire, we add new. This summer,
Professor LaVone Warren retired, and this fall we welcome
visiting professor Tracey Roberts, who is teaching tax and
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property law. Lynn Hogewood is directing our new academic
support program, and we welcome Brian Noble "10 and Robin
Andrews ‘91 as Lawyering and Legal Reasoning instructors. Their
collective and recent practical experience will truly benefit our
1Ls.

We had a change in the Office of Alumni Relations this year.
After almost 30 years of working in higher education, the last
seven at Cumberland School of Law, Connie Cox, our program
assistant, retired. Connie thoroughly enjoyed getting to know
both students and alumni. In July, we welcomed Laura Patterson
to the office as our new program assistant. No stranger to the law
school, Laura previously worked in the Office of Law Student
Records. She looks forward to getting to know you all.

Has your career changed? Have you moved? Have you
changed jobs, cities or professional focus? Let me know—1I'd love
to hear about your recent changes. If appropriate, we will include
the information in Class Notes.

Finally, make plans to reconnect with your law school
classmates and join us during Alumni Reunion Weekend in April
2017. All alumni are invited to the annual reunion reception on
April 7, 2017. An open house will be held the next day, Saturday,
April 8, and individual class reunion parties, for class years
ending in a seven or two, will be held that evening. Make hotel
reservations at a discounted rate at the newly renovated Redmont
Hotel, now a Curio by Hilton property, just a few blocks from The
Florentine (a change). I look forward to seeing you!

Be the change you wish to see,
Anne

Alumni Honored During Reunion Weekend

Cumberland School of Law recognized four alumni for special distinction during the law school’s annual reunion activities April 8-9.
Honorees included Richard H. Knight and Linda W. Knight '76, Distinguished Alumni of the Year; Woodrow N. Hartzog '03, Young
Alumnus of the Year; and Sara L. Williams '06, Volunteer of the Year. They were honored at a reception on Friday, April 8. Dean Henry C.

Strickland III presented the awards.

Alumni Reunion Weekend 2016

The historic Florentine Building in downtown Birmingham, Alabama, was the site of the 2016 alumni reunion reception. Guests loved
the change in venue, and many walked from the hotels in which they were staying. While Cumberland graduates from all classes were
invited and attended, classes who graduated in years ending in one and six were celebrated. In addition to recognizing four alumni
award winners, those who participated on the National Trial Team while they were in law school were also recognized.

The 2017 reunion reception will be held at the Florentine once again on April 7.
Make plans to attend today!

1 Dean Henry C. “Corky” Strickland III and Sara Williams "06

2Richard and Linda Knight (both °76), Anne Marovich, director of
alumni relations and Sharon Stuart '90

3 Marion Walker, Judge Tom King, Marcella Auerbach and Judge
James E. Hill Jr. (all members of the class of '76).
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LAW STUDENTS

SWITCH HITTERS:

Law Students Who Excel in Athletics as Well as Academics

BIANCA SVENSSON

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Sport played and undergraduate institution:
Tennis, University of Alabama

Tell us about your college athletic career.

I chose Alabama because of the incredible atmosphere that
surrounds Alabama athletics. The facilities are first class, the
resources are astounding and the people are incredible. The
coaching staff I played for cared a lot about winning, but did not
have a win-at-all-cost attitude. Coach Mainz cared about develop-
ing the full person and that was evident from the first time I met
her. Off the courts we were a family (and still are) but on the
courts we were fiercely competitive. We may not have been the
most talented team in the country, but we prided ourselves on
outworking everyone. Throughout my career at Alabama, I played
singles and doubles for three years, helping Alabama to a #16
national ranking. Unfortunately my tennis career was cut short
when [ underwent career-ending wrist surgery in the fall of my
senior year. I became a student assistant coach during that time
and continued to help Alabama tennis climb the ranks before
graduating and moving on to a four-year career as a collegiate
tennis coach before attending Cumberland.

Do you feel that being an athlete during your undergraduate
years helped prepare you for law school in any way?

Being a collegiate athlete shaped many traits and qualities
that have helped me become successful in law school. Time
management is something I had to master as an undergraduate.
The ability to compete for your school, attend classes, get your
school work done and enjoy other aspects of collegiate life
required me to be very efficient in every part of my life. That skill
has helped me throughout law school but especially this past year
while competing for Cumberland on the National Trial team and
traveling all over the country. I felt like a college athlete all over
again: fitting practices into my school schedule and doing any
outside preparation I felt was necessary to be successful at the
highest level. College athletics was essential in preparing me to be
successful at Cumberland.
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What was your most memorable experience as a college
athlete, and so far as a law student?

My most memorable experience as a college athlete was
clinching the doubles point against UGA who was ranked #1 in
the country at the time.

My most memorable experience as a law student was
advancing to the quarterfinals of the South Texas Mock Trial
Competition with Curtis Seal and Drew Panella (we were the only
team in the field of 30 teams comprised of all 2Ls) and being
honored as the Outstanding Advocate for the competition.

MICAH MCKINNEY

Hometown: Birmingham, Alabama

Sport and Undergraduate Institution:

Basketball, Jefferson Davis Community College and
Stillman College

Tell us about your college athletic career.

[ started out as a shooting guard my first year at Jefferson
Davis Community College and my first year at Stillman College.
While at Stillman, I was selected to the SIAC Commissioner’s
All-Academic Team and played a summer in the Dominican
Republic for American International Sports Tours. During my
college career my team counted on me to knock down threes and
play solid defense. Our record, at both schools, was not that good,
but it was fun to be able to compete against other great athletes.

Do you feel that being an athlete during your undergraduate
years helped to prepare you for law school in any way?

I do think that being a collegiate athlete helped prepare me
for law school. As an undergraduate, playing basketball and going
to school was like a job. It really taught me to be disciplined, work
hard, manage my time and sacrifice in order to be more
successful in the future—all of which has helped me make a
smoother transition to law school. Playing sports taught me early
on to stay calm and focused, even when under pressure, so that [
have a good chance to excel in whatever I decide to pursue. Even
when things get tough you just stay calm and handle it. That
mentality has helped me get through exams.

[ think that law school and playing college sports are quite

Bianca Svensson Micah McKinney Katie Hilyer

similar. Both demand a lot of your time, so it is important to
maximize every bit of time that you get. Although it's more of a
mental exhaustion, I'm pretty tired at the end of the day in law
school just as I was playing sports as an undergraduate. Both
require a sincere effort, practice and perseverance to be success-
ful, and the competition is high.

What was your most memorable experience as a college
athlete, and so far as a law student?

My most memorable experience as a college athlete was
during my junior year, which was my first year at Stillman. We
were playing Lane College, and [ was the “Icy Hot” Player of the
Half. [ had 15 points from five 3's at halftime. The game was
televised. Stillman is a Division Il HBCU, and we were only on
television about two games a year, so it felt good to play well
when the cameras were rolling.

My most memorable experience as a law student was when [
sat down to take my first final. It was Civil Procedure. I looked at
the test, and I got so nervous. It seemed ridiculously long. My first
thought was, this isn't for me, but I managed to calm myself down
and get to work. I guess I did well enough, since I wasn't told to
stay home after grades came in!

KATIE HILYER

Hometown: Clanton, Alabama
Sport and Undergraduate Institution:
Crimsonette, University of Alabama

Tell us about your college athletic career.

[ started twirling baton when I was four years old. My mom,
Elizabeth Hilyer Ginsburg ‘88, was head majorette at Troy
University, so [ had no choice but to learn to twirl! I always
enjoyed it, but when I saw the Crimsonettes, I knew I just HAD to
be one of them. So, I tried out to be a Crims